November 5, 2022

Dear friends,
It’s November in America, the election cycle is in full
swing, and immigrants are once again the go-to punching bag. Conservative politicians know that they can
easily rile up their base with misinformation and the
discredited claim that people from other countries are
coming to take their jobs and use up our resources.
Chatter that was once confined to the darkest corners
of the internet is now a primetime drumbeat for the
great replacement theory used by white supremacists
throughout our history.
It’s heartbreaking to see our immigrant friends and
neighbors – hard-working risk-takers who’ve fled poverty, violence or persecution – be used and demonized
in this way. But there are things we can do to help stop
this flood of bigotry. First, VOTE on November 8th.
Get your friends and family to vote. Get your children
and grandchildren to canvas door to door and get their
friends involved. What we need now, more than ever, is
a big old dose of democracy.
Then, come join us on Saturday, November 19th at
7:30pm for a conversation with the American Friends
Service Committee to explore what a sane immigration
policy, rooted in respect and solidarity, would actually look like. Let’s talk about what it means to build a
culture that respects immigrants, and faces down the
authoritarianism taking hold across the U.S.
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Fortunately, the PeaceWorks community of activists,
from NJ to Nicaragua and beyond, has been working
on these issues for decades.
Keeping an eye on climate
As we look forward, we know that the single greatest threat to Nicaragua, and all developing nations, is
climate change. As global temperatures rise, extreme
weather events are increasing, from severe droughts
to catastrophic flooding that destroys lives and livelihoods.
Two years ago our partner FEDICAMP saw the communities they support devastated by two Category 4
hurricanes in one month, hurricanes that also pounded coffee coop El Porvenir and other PeaceWorks
partners. Just two weeks ago, Hurricane Julia ripped
through Nicaragua displacing 13,000 people before
causing further destruction in Guatemala. Mirna
Sanchez from Inhijambia shared a video of three foot
waters rushing through Managua’s Eastern Market and
surrounding area, where 94 of their beneficiaries lost
their makeshift homes and meager belongings. The El
Porvenir and Fedicamp communities were again hard
hit as well. PeaceWorks will be assessing how we can
help these organizations as they help their constituents
rebuild.
Supporting sustainable development
The PeaceWorks board just approved an initial
$10,000 to help FEDICAMP launch a new potable
water project to benefit 288 individuals in 70 homes
in the community of Redes de Esperanza in San Juan
de Limay. San Juan de Limay is located in the heart
of Nicaragua’s northern Segovia mountains, an area
where both drought and deluge have intensified in
recent years.
This is a part of the schematic for FEDICAMP’s new
water project in San Juan de Limay. Upon completion
it will provide potable water for 288 people.

Managua. October 9, 2022 Hurricane Julia destroyed the homes
of 94 people that receive support from Inhijambia. In total, Julia
displaced around 13,000 people.

FEDICAMP has begun working with local authorities
and residents, looking at water quality and land ownership, and getting permits. They’re laying the groundwork for long-term success through local organizing
and capacity-building of a local water management
committee. The hydro-engineers will do the surveys,
map the routes and devise a technical plan. The community will dig trenches, carry tanks,
run the pipes, and install pumps. Local
people will know their water project
inside and out. But they need our help.
Can you help us raise an additional
$15,000 to fulfill our part of the larger
$90,000 budget for this project? This
is the type of people-to-people project
that can transform how people work
and live in the community that they
love.

Great seeing you!

PeaceWorks 30th Anniversary Celebration
Saturday September 17th, 2022

Great time, folks! Thanks so much to all who came out and to everyone who helped us raise over
$6000 for our partners in Nicaragua. What a great way to kick off the next three decades!

Women helping women
This week we also received a video from the Axayacatl
Women’s Collective of four women working to build
a new house outside of Masaya. For women fleeing
domestic violence in Nicaragua, a safe home and economic independence is their only hope. Each month
PeaceWorks has been sending support to Axayacatl for
their projects in rural communities. Can you help these
women keep building? Every bag of cement helps.

Time to step up
For PeaceWorks, our people-to-people approach is
about supporting our Nicaraguan partners as they empower their community members to not only survive,
but thrive in the country they call home. But, in Nicaragua, as in so many other parts of the world, factors
like climate change and political unrest make it challenging to build safe communities. More and more
Nicaraguans have been forced to leave home.
In a small way, our community of peace activists are
already doing what immigration experts argue is largely missing in a sane immigration policy: people taking
things into their own hands. They’ll point to Angela
Merkel opening her country so that millions of German families were able to take in Syrian refugees. We
all saw how the Polish people welcomed Ukrainians
in the aftermath of Putin’s invasion. Now, it’s time to
step up our efforts to support the people crossing our
southern borders.

Taking a quick break from digging trenches and mixing cement for
the foundation of a new home - the women of Axayacatl (Director
María Eugenia Delgadillo, left)

We hope you will join us on November 19th to discuss
the current immigration crisis and talk about how we
can help and look forward to walking together on the
journey ahead.
In solidarity,
Denis, Diane, Guy, John, Maggie,
Marilyn, Micha and Susan
The PeaceWorks Board

People-to-people projects in the works!
$15K needed to fulfill our obligation of a $90K potable
water systems for the people of Redes de Esperanza
(FEDICAMP)
☐$10 ☐$25 ☐$50 ☐$100 ☐$_____________
Rural development program for women (Axayacatl)
☐$10 ☐$25 ☐$50 ☐$100 ☐$_____________
Health, educational & cultural programming for street
kids at Inhijambia		
☐$10 ☐$25 ☐$50 ☐$100 ☐$_____________

College Scholarships for former street kids (Inhijambia) $1250 per one year scholarship 		
☐$10 ☐$25 ☐$50 ☐$100 ☐$_____________
Supporting small fair trade coffee farmers
(El Porvenir Coffee Co-op)
☐$10 ☐$25 ☐$50 ☐$100 ☐$_____________
		
Education and therapy for children with disabilities
(Chispa de Vida) 5K
☐$10 ☐$25 ☐$50 ☐$100 ☐$_____________

Sea turtle conservation (Juan Venado Sea Turtle Sanctuary)
☐$10 ☐$25 ☐$50 ☐$100 ☐$_____________
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