November 9, 2021

Dear friends,
Nicaragua held its presidential election on Sunday,
but before they did, we knew the outcome. We knew
Daniel Ortega would be elected to a fourth consecutive
term as President, his second term with his wife Rosario Murillo at his side as Vice President.
How did we know Daniel Ortega and Rosario Murillo
would win? Are they just that popular? Are we particularly good at predicting elections? Not us.

on Sunday November 7th wasn’t going to be a nail-biter.
But what does this now all mean for the people of
Nicaragua? What does this mean for the grassroots
organizations that PeaceWorks supports - Nicaraguans
working on sustainable agriculture, environmental conservation and climate change, street kids, and women
fleeing domestic violence? What does this mean for

What we did know for
certain about Nicaragua’s election is that
essentially all opposition candidates are
under arrest, the only
remaining independent print newspaper
has been shut down,
a wide range of international organizations
were kicked out of the
country, and the international community
is widely condemning
the Nicaraguan government for its lessthan-stellar behavior.
We knew in certain
terms that the election
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the work of our community? While
the result of the election was certain,
answering these questions is a bit more
tricky. Fortunately, history has taught
us lessons about how to navigate what
may come. Sadly, some lessons are
very hard to learn.
Nicaragua and the US:
History to Repeat Itself
The news coming out of Nicaragua
doesn’t make sense to us, and yet it
is all-too-familiar. The government
cracks down out of fear of international meddling and the U.S. government
responds with more meddling, aka
sanctions. As one famous New Jerseyan
once said, “It’s deja vu all over again.”

¡La música revolucionaria nicaragüense! The music of Carlos Mejia Godoy (far right) y los
de Palacagüina was the soundtrack to the Nicaraguan Revolution. Carlos and his brother
Luis Enrique now live in exile. But don’t be sad! Treat yourself to a beautiful serenade
recorded in Guatemala in 1994. Look up “Noticia para Viajeros” on YouTube.

La Prensa, Nicaragua’s opposition
newspaper, which was physically shut down by the
national police on August 16th and is now only online,
has a running count of about 170 political prisoners including its editor Juan Hillman Chamorro. Seven of
the prisoners are presidential candidates and have been
jailed or under house arrest since May, including Cristiana Chamorro, the daughter of former Nicaraguan
President Violeta Chamorro and La Prensa founder
Pedro Joaquin Chamorro. No one seems to know why
another candidate, 2017 Miss Nicaragua Berenice
Quezada was arrested, but later released.
Prominent business leaders who criticised the government are also under arrest. Reminiscent of yesteryear,
the AP reported that the Ortegas accused Catholic clergy of being terrorists, some of whom facilitated peace
negotiations in 2018 after large scale protests erupted
when the government attempted to cut social security
benefits.
The press, political opponents, business people and
clergy are traditional targets of Sandinista government
ire. But this time, things are going a little further.
At the end of October, Sandinista revolutionary, writer
and former Vice President to Daniel Ortega, Sergio
Ramírez went into exile to Spain out of fear of arrest
or physical harm. Back in August, at least 15 NGOs
were shut down by the government. Some of the
NGOs we recognize, like the Mejia Godoy Foundation, founded by legendary Nicaraguan musicians Carlos Mejia Godoy (“Nicaragua, Nicaragüita”) and his

brother Luis Enrique, who both live in exile. Oxfam
was recently expelled, which directly impacts funding
to at least one of PeaceWorks’ Nicaraguan partners.
Former Sandinista Health Minister Dora María Tellez
was also placed under arrest. Dora Maria and the infamous Comandante Cero, Eden Pastora, led a military
raid in 1978 of the Nicaraguan National Palace and
held the Samoza dictatorship’s congress captive until
Sandinista political prisoners were released from jail
and a hefty ransom paid. Many consider this operation
to be the turning
point to the July
1979 Sandinista overthrow of
Somoza. Dora
María Tellez has
been an outspoken
critic of the Ortegas for years, but
in an election year,
no stone was left
unturned.
Under arrest: Dora María Téllez

US Policy in Nicaragua: Same Old, Same Old
Last week Reuters exclusively reported that in response to all the arrests the US was coordinating with
other countries to impose a new round of sanctions
against Nicaragua. The intent, we guess, would be
to cripple the Nicaraguan economy so that its people
would revolt and cause the Ortegas to step down. Did
we mention what Yogi Berra once said?

In 2018, in response to anti-democratic maneuverings
in Nicaragua, Congress passed and Trump signed the
Nicaraguan Investment Conditionality Act, or NICA
Act. In part, it allows our government to freeze assets
and seek arrest of individuals involved in repression or
blocking Nicaraguans’ democratic participation. But
if greater democracy was the purported intent of the
NICA Act, results on the ground say otherwise.
Moreover, the NICA Act went further than punishing individuals: it was designed to limit Nicaragua’s
access to international financial institutions. There’s no
question that sanctions have wreaked further havoc on
an already impoverished nation of 6.5 million people.
We’ve experienced the impact of the NICA Act to a
small degree ourselves, as it suddenly became very difficult for PeaceWorks to simply transfer money to our
partners who work on some of Nicaragua’s most difficult problems. We can only imagine what it has meant
for access to international funds for big infrastructure,
health and development projects that are critical to the
larger economy.
More Sanctions...really?
According to Reuters, in anticipation of the certain
outcome of the November 7th election, the US is
re-examining Nicaragua’s participation in the Central
America Free Trade Agreement (CAFTA). For politicians, sanctions are easy enough to impose so they can
claim they’re ‘doing something’. But in light of the
situation on the ground, what are the real impacts?y
Nicaraguans have already had their fill of bad US
policy: over a century of military and economic imperialism that exploited their natural and human resources. US policy propped up a brutal dictatorship that
repressed its people who sought to air grievances and
demand change - aka democracy. When the people
finally revolted, kicked out the dictator, found their
voice and began building a country of their own, our
government funded, armed and trained a mercenary
army whose covert CONTRA war left 40,000 Nicaraguans dead and the economic output of an entire
generation crippled.
Sanctions, really? May we suggest another approach?
PeaceWorks: What We’ve Learned
Over the past 30 years the PeaceWorks community has
learned a thing or two from the people of Nicaragua.
Nicaraguans have taught us that it isn’t enough that our

Dr. Donald Louria,

¡Presente!

On July 26th we lost a long-time member of the Nicaragua
solidarity community, Dr. Donald Louria. He was 93 yearsold. The following was written by Brooks Smith who took
Don on the first of many delegations to Nicaragua.

Dr. Donald Louria was a distinguished doctor/researcher/administrator. When those of us in Central Jersey were
organizing the first delegation to visit Masaya, Nicaragua
as our government designated sister city—I called Don. I
had never met him but had seen his name on some document regarding Central America. He was at the time an
active Quaker and a leader in the NJ chapter of the World
Futures Society.
I believe he was the oldest one in that original group of
about seven New Jerseyans who visited in 1986. Dr. Gerardo Sanchez was mayor of Masaya at the time and that
connection lasted decades. When Gerardo would come to
NJ, Don would sponsor him speaking at UMDNJ where
Don was head of the department of Preventive Medicine.
(He was a friend of Dr. Fauci and urged him not to leave
the CDC when some university had dangled dollars and
prestige in front of him.) I would guess that Don facilitated 4 or 5 of Dr. Sanchez’s trips.
He went to Nicaragua to promote the family practice model of preventive medicine. He wasn’t having luck in the late
eighties making the right contacts but one day at lunch in
Managua, he realized his table was next to Nora Astorga’s, Nica’s UN ambassador. He introduced himself—and
explained his goals and the access to the ministry of health
that he needed. She arranged it. In cooperation then with
a doctor from Brown University, he raised funds and sent
dozens of medical students to Nicaragua.
He was a great soul. He was always generous in thanking
me and others for the work we did. Of course, receiving
that thanks from him, given the incredible work he did,
was a blessing.
-Brooks Smith
Note: Dr. Louria’s generosity continues. He bequeathed
$5000 to PeaceWorks.

government just leave them alone. With our history,
we need to show some respect. Nicaraguans have also
taught us that they are pretty damn good at figuring
things out for themselves. They overthrew a dictatorship, voted out the Sandinistas once, voted them back
in when they were ready, and stood up to bad internal
policies in 2018. The future will be messy and there
will be moments of outrage and immense sadness like
the government repression in 2018. But that is for
Nicaraguans to figure out. They have also taught us
that they eventually will.
What can we do?
For PeaceWorks, this means staying the course and
continuing to work with the people that have taught us
well. These people deserve a response of mutual aid,
a response in which we help our partners overcome
some of the enormous problems they face, as we learn
that a little humility can go a long way to build enduring peace. Poverty, authoritarianism and violence are
not exclusively Nicaraguan problems.
So, what is PeaceWorks doing? Turns out, a whole
lot— thanks to you!
Just this past month our community raised $11,200 to
finish a new gravity-based potable water system for
250 people in El Pegador, a community in the northern
Nicaraguan Department of Madriz, with the help of
several very generous long-time supporters. We were
able to send $10,000 to Inhijambia to build a house for
two young sisters living in extreme danger, which despite the pandemic has been completed in record time.
We have been sending regular installments to Axaya-

catl so they can increase the economic self-sufficiency
of the rural women they work with, supplying them
with chickens, pigs, and carts to both feed their families and generate income. We continue to raise funds to
support our partners’ priorities for the coming year as
they bravely advance their life-affirming work.
Live Zoom with Nicaragua Expert Dan La Botz
On November 20th at 7:30pm, as the dust settles on
the elections, labor organizer and Nicaragua expert
Dan La Botz will share with us his take on the Sandinista Revolution, but through the lens of their own
driving philosophy - a Marxist critique. Based on La
Botz’ book “What went wrong: the Nicaraguan Revolution,” he’ll shine a socialist light on Nicaragua’s
history to help us understand what’s happening there
now. Sign up at peaceworks.org.
PeaceWorks Staying the Course
While the conditions are less than ideal, we are not
deterred in fulfilling our mission to help Nicaraguans
overcome extreme poverty, stop violence against women and children and build a sustainable natural environment. We’re in it for the long haul. Our work is too
important and too impactful for our partners, who have
seen enough turmoil and only seek to build peace.
We are so very grateful that you continue to join us in
walking with them, hand-in-hand, people-to-people.
In Solidarity with you and the people of Nicaragua,
Denis, Diane, John, Micha, Maggie, Susan, Marilyn
and Guy (The PeaceWorks Board)

DONATE TO PEACEWORKS!
I’d like to support the work of PeaceWorks and their partners in Nicaragua!
❏ $50

❏$75 ❏ $100 ❏ $150

❏$250 ❏ $500 ❏ $1000 ❏ $_______________

I’d like to help offset the costs of the next humanitarian aid shipment:
❏ $50 ❏$75 ❏ $100 ❏ $150 ❏$250 ❏ $500 ❏ $1000 ❏ $_______________
I’d like to make a general support donation to PeaceWorks:
❏ $50 ❏$75 ❏ $100 ❏ $150 ❏$250 ❏ $500 ❏ $1000 ❏ $_______________
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