June 5, 2021

Dear friends,
We could all use a little solidarity right now and we are
thrilled to announce our first live gathering since before
the pandemic, our July 10th Solidarity Roast! Our
people to people philosophy has never meant so much.
Not only will we finally get to see you, but the $10 a
head donation brings a quick burst of income
desperately needed by our Nicaraguan partners who are
still struggling with COVID-19 outbreaks and vaccine
shortages. In spite of the pandemic, our partners
continue to amaze us with their persistence and
resourcefulness. Here’s what’s been happening in
Nicaragua:
Inijambia:
Providing the tools for a brighter future
Our partners at the Inijambia Program for Street Kids
know that education is vital to helping Managua’s most
impoverished children and families. The Inijambia
team meets the kids where they’re at, on the streets,
providing basic literacy instruction, as well as at their
center, where the kids can clean up, participate in
academic and recreation activities, and have a
nutritious meal. Inijambia’s farm project helps provide
vegetables, chicken and fish for these children and their
families, helping to meet the desperate need during the
COVID-19 crisis. This spring, PeaceWorks has been
able to supply $5000 to support Inijambia’s operating
budget
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During the pandemic, Inhijambia street educators doubled efforts to take programming to children in the streets of Managua. Meanwhile, with fewer children at their
offices, capital improvements were made to their girls and boys centers, including the Jim Burchell House for boys.. More work is still needed…so stay turned!

In order to help break the cycle of extreme poverty in this community, Inijambia also facilitates a scholarship
program, supporting kids in completing high school and earning post-secondary degrees and professional
certificates. Over the years PeaceWorks has been thrilled to contribute to scholarships and watch these bright
young people complete studies in accounting, technology, and education, to name a few. In the first half of
2021, almost $10k has been raised for scholarships, most of that by our star supporter, Jerry McKenna.
We are also pleased to announce that the Emmaus community recently donated 10K to build one of the homes
for Inijambia’s housing project. This new house will provide a safe living space and a fresh start for a family in
the community.
FEDICAMP: Supporting rural farming
communities
Our partners at FEDICAMP (The Association of
Rural Farmers) continue to train and support rural
families in sustainable farming methods as they work
to mitigate the effects of climate change. Those
effects were particularly devastating last year as
these communities were devastated by two category
four hurricanes within a few weeks. Many families
lost all or most of their crops and homes and
equipment was badly damaged.
Getting to the job site in rural Nicaragua is hard work. PeaceWorks helped
FEDICAMP buy a used bike to get work done.

We continue to be impressed at how resilient and innovative the FEDICAMP team has been in the face of so
much hardship. They are continuing water and sanitation projects and moving forward with plans for the next
planting season. So far this year, we have been able to contribute $10K in operating support, as well as $5K for
a motorcycle to help with staff transportation on rugged mountain roads. An additional $5K has been raised for
a latrine project in San Antonio, which will protect the new potable water system from contamination.
Axayacatl: Empowering Women
As in most of the world, the COVID-19 pandemic has been especially hard on the women of Nicaragua.
Economic stress and increased isolation often leads to an uptick in domestic violence. The team at Axayacatl is
working harder than ever to support women fleeing abusive relationships and empowering them to find new
ways to support their children. In addition to providing counseling, training and support in their offices in
Masaya, Axayacatl has a rural development project which provides small grants and materials for women to
start income generation projects. Recently, the project has supplied chickens and chicken coops, piglets, bicycle
carts and funds for small home-based shops.
This year, PeaceWorks has been able to raise over 18K for Axayacatl’s operating expenses and economic
development projects. We are particularly proud to announce that the Segal Foundation Focus for Health made
a $6,250 grant for Axayacatl’s work.
Below is a collection of recent photos of Axa staff meeting women in rural communities, organizing women in their new office (that
PeaceWorks helped build) and providing things like walkers, bikes and strollers that were sent down on our recent humanitarian aid shipment.

Chispa de Vida: supporting kids & adults with disabilities
Our partners at La Mariposa Spanish School do much more than teach language lessons! Their Chispa de Vida
project provides academic instruction and physical therapy for children and adults in the community. The
program is a joyful place and includes innovative therapies including a pool and horseback riding. Without the
project, most of these families would have little or no opportunity to receive these vital services. So far this
year, PeaceWorks has been able to contribute $4K for the project.
Palo de Oro Sea Turtle Project: The turtles are thriving!
In July, sea turtles, who migrate from as far away as Canada, will be begin to make their way onto the beaches
of Nicaragua’s Juan Venado island. The nesting season will last through January, just in time for our yearly
delegation to send off the remaining baby turtles after they’ve been hatched in the Palo de Oro nursery. We sent
the project $1000 in the early spring and will send them another $1000 to help kick off work in the new season.
Explore Nicaragua with PeaceWorks! Make a
reservation for our January 2022 delegation.
Now that it is finally becoming safer to travel, we are
planning to visit our partners in Nicaragua next
January. Joining our delegation is an excellent
opportunity to explore this vibrant, volcano-lined
country, whose people are as kind as they are hardworking. Our delegation will take you far-off the
gringo trail, where you’ll meet special people whose
creativity and work are building strong communities
and reducing extreme poverty. Want to know
more? Just drop Diane Sterner a quick email:
dsterner14@gmail.com

On a PeaceWorks delegation, we take you out there, way out there, to see
the real Nicaragua.

We hope to see you, in-person, on July 10th! Let’s share a meal, raise a glass and celebrate some
time...together!
In solidarity,
Denis, Diane, John, Micha, Maggie, Susan, Marilyn and Guy
The PeaceWorks Board

DONATE TO PEACEWORKS!
Sorry, I can’t make Solidarity Roast, but I’d like to support the work in Nicaragua!
❏ $50

❏ $75

❏ $100

❏ $150

❏ $250 ❏ $500

❏ $1000 ❏ $_______________

I’d like to help offset the costs of the next humanitarian aid shipment:
❏ $50 ❏ $75 ❏ $100 ❏ $150 ❏ $250 ❏ $500 ❏ $1000 ❏ $_______________
I'd like to make a general support donation to PeaceWorks:
❏ $50 ❏ $75 ❏ $100 ❏ $150 ❏ $250 ❏ $500 ❏ $1000 ❏ $_______________
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