February 20th, 2021

Dear friends,
There’s a lot to cover. Here’s a preview:
*March 13th Zoom with long-time Nicaraguan resident
Paulette Goudge and the team at La Mariposa - an
inside view of what’s happening on the ground.
*No January delegation? No worries. $55K is being sent
to our partners after a year of generous donations.
*The community of San Antonio is turning on the water
taps for about 177 families and 15 schools - thanks to
your support and our partners at FEDICAMP.
*We pledged 5K for the next phase in San Antonio: high
efficiency latrines. Can you help us raise another 5K?
*We raised about $3900 for the “La Jabonera” water
project in memory of Bruce Klein. Help us raise
another $3100 for the initial phase of the project.
*It may have been the worst year ever with COVID, but
PeaceWorks community still managed to donate just
over $150,000! Our treasurer’s 2020 financial
overview is included.
As we look forward to a new year of projects and
activities, we are also looking back at the challenges of
the last year. A devastating global pandemic that
continues to take lives every day. Faltering economies
and political chaos, both in the U.S. and Nicaragua. Two
powerful hurricanes (hitting Nicaragua in the same
month!). But through it all, there were also many
triumphs, made possible by you, our PeaceWorks
community. Your support helped our Nicaraguan
partners to feed and educate street children, empower
women, install rural water projects, protect wildlife, and
so much more!
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Sharing our resources
Traditionally, PeaceWorks sends a delegation to Nicaragua each January to visit our partner projects in
person, discuss needs, and deliver funds. This year the need is greater than ever, but due to the
pandemic, we’ve had to postpone our trip. However, thanks to your generosity, we’re sending down
$55K to be distributed among partner organizations. For more information about funding see the
attached 2020 financial report.
Women helping women
The team at our partner organization Axayacatl has been working tirelessly to help women fleeing
domestic violence, as well as empowering women to support their families through their rural
development program. Over the last year, they have helped set women up with livestock and materials
for income generation projects, including chickens and chicken coops, bicycle carts and, most recently,
piglets that can eventually be bred and sold to help cover family expenses.
Axayacatl’s core mission is to support women while working toward a society where women’s human
rights and freedoms are respected. The current political situation in Nicaragua has overshadowed much
of the progress made by the women’s movement and groups like Axayacatl need our solidarity more
than ever.
Water and sanitation projects
FEDICAMP, (Nicaraguan Federation of Rural Farmers),
has been working for years to help small farmers mitigate
the effects of climate change in Northern Nicaragua. When
two category four hurricanes hit the country last November,
the impact was devastating. Homes and clinics were washed
away and some communities lost most or all of their crops.
And in communities without adequate water and sanitation
systems, disease is quick to spread, as water sources
become increasingly contaminated.
The UN estimates that about one third of Nicaraguans lack
access to safe water systems. Over the past year, the
PeaceWorks community raised money to help bring potable
water to 177 families and 15 schools in the barrio of San
Antonio just outside Yalacagüina. In about a month, they’ll
turn on the taps. We’re committed to helping our partners
at FEDICAMP in the next phase: high efficiency latrines
which are vital for protecting the water systems and overall
community health.
FEDICAMP is leading the new latrine project with the nonprofit Green Empowerment, whose founding was inspired by
the life of Ben Linder, a U.S. water engineer who was
assassinated by the Contras back in the 1980’s. We’re able to
contribute an initial $5K. Can you help us raise another 5K?

The Last, big step to turning on the taps in San
Antonio. Members of the community of San Antonio
haul three large water tanks up the mountain.
The Last, big step to turning on the taps in San Antonio. Members
of the community of San Antonio haul three large water tanks up
the mountain.

The total project cost is $70K and each family in San Antonio has pledged $40 dollars each, plus the
sweat to get the job done. Brooks Smith and Skip Winter are leading the charge to raise the $70K, with
their own money and matching funds from the International Rotary Clubs. Green Empowerment has
also contributed $20K. This is a very global effort, folks...your help is needed!
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And, of course, there is still so much more daily work to be done in these remote villages where dirt
roads have been washed away. To help the FEDICAMP team reach isolated communities, Peaceworks
has also pledged an additional $4500 to purchase a used motorcycle.
Feeding and educating street kids
The Covid-19 pandemic has brought daunting new challenges for the Inhijambia program for street kids.
Social distancing and safety protocols have made education and outreach programs more difficult. More
and more children are going hungry as businesses and markets have closed due to safety restrictions and
an economy in crisis. These children and their families are relying on food distribution provided by
Inhijambia from their farm project. The project produces desperately needed nutrition -- vegetables, fish
and chickens-- to feed program participants and help families survive this unusually tough time.
The shipment has arrived! Donations needed!
Our fall shipment of donated goods made its way safely to Nicaragua and to our partner organizations
and our next shipment is tentatively planned for May. Our partners need donations of bicycles, tools,
medical supplies, shoes and clothing for children and adults (no winter clothing please!), sporting goods,
school supplies, sewing machines, irons, housewares and linens. Please contact cinemaus@gmail.com if
you would like to drop off donations.
March 13th Zoom Dinner Forum
We hope to see you at our March 13th dinner forum with Paulette Goudge. Many of you know Paulette
through La Mariposa Spanish school just outside of Masaya. The school helps fund community projects
like the Chispa de Vida program for kids with disabilities. Paulette and her team will give us an insider’s
view on the current political and social situation in Nicaragua. The stuff you can’t find in the news!
As always, we are grateful for this wonderful community of supporters as we work together, people to
people, pueblo to pueblo. We hope to see you all someday soon!
In solidarity
Denis, Diane, John, Micha, Maggie, Susan, Marilyn and Guy
The PeaceWorks Board
---------------------------------I’d like to contribute to help the Community of San Antonio in the next phase of their water
infrastructure projects: building latrines. $5K is urgently needed!
❏ $50

❏ $75

❏ $100

❏ $150

❏ $250

❏ $500

❏ $1000 ❏ $_______________

I’d like to help offset the costs of the next humanitarian aid shipment:
❏ $50

❏ $75

❏ $100

❏ $150

❏ $250

❏ $500

❏ $1000 ❏ $_______________

I'd like to make a general support donation to PeaceWorks:
❏ $50

❏ $75

❏ $100

❏ $150

❏ $250

❏ $500

❏ $1000 ❏ $_______________
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2020 Financial Reporting
With just over $150,000 in donations in 2020 (down about 8.5% from 2019),
the PeaceWorks community continues to stand strong. You can find a more
detailed report at Peaceworks.org

Because of the extra challenges this year (COVID-19 and hurricane damage), we stepped up our game:
in spite of less income in 2020, our direct support to our partners in Nicaragua grew to just over
$125,000…significantly more than the previous year.

PeaceWorks , 1125 Woolley Avenue. Union NJ 07083
917-301-6967, peaceworks.org

