October 28th, 2015
Dear Friends,
Only three years ago Hurricane Sandy knocked us off our feet. With huge government investment,
some new laws and priorities, and a lot of hard work, we got back up. But for the people of Nicaragua,
resiliency to persistent changes in weather patterns and intensifying storms can’t be shaped into a slogan
like “New Jersey Strong.”
In Nicaragua, storms, drought, and desertification of once arable land have immediate consequences,
threatening food security and livelihoods for families and farming communities. This is why
PeaceWorks has been supporting the work of the Federation for the Development of Rural Farmers,
FEDICAMP, whose projects help increase the resiliency of rural families and their communities.
Can you help us strengthen FEDICAMP’s work?
1) Join us on November 14th for a dinner forum with Miguel Marin, the President of FEDICAMP.
PeaceWorks is sponsoring a two-week speaking tour to help Miguel connect with churches,
schools, universities and community-based organizations.
2) If you can’t make it, we urge you to make a donation to support FEDICAMP’s work. On the
backside is an expanded description of FEDICAMP’s work.
In other news we have just sent off the 68th humanitarian aid shipment to Nicaragua! With your support
and donations, as well as almost 50 volunteers, we were able to pack a cargo container of donations for
our partner organization. See the attached report.
And don’t forget our January delegation to Nicaragua! We still have two openings for anyone interested
in ten days of solidarity, friendship and learning.
As always, thank you for your continued support of PeaceWorks and please join us in helping
Nicaraguan farmers protect their land, feed their families and sustain their communities.
Sincerely,
Denis, Diane and the PeaceWorks Board

PeaceWorks, c/o Johnston, 150 Indiana St., Maplewood, NJ 07040
973-378-9325, peaceworks.org

Background on FEDICAMP:
FEDICAMP works in several departments in northern Nicaragua where severe drought and land
degradation have reduced food production by almost half. Local farming communities are caught in a
vicious cycle, as changing weather patterns
and deforestation lead to erosion of topsoil
and desertification of once fertile farmland.
FEDICAMP helps small-scale farming
families develop practical methods for
sustainable food production and water
conservation. The project trains local residents
as educators, using a “farmer to farmer”
approach, empowering people to increase their
livelihoods, while protecting the land and
water for future generations. Working within
PeaceWorks' Don Preziosi with FEDICAMP farmer
an ongoing water crisis, FEDICAMP
encourages innovative practices including
drought resistant seeds and raised bed gardening, and helps communities build new wells and irrigation
systems. Because deforestation has made the land more vulnerable to drought, FEDICAMP has
introduced more efficient stoves, and has planted more than two million trees in the last few years.
The task facing this energetic group of farmers and educators is enormous. They need our help to
continue local trainings, fund water conservation and reforestation projects, and to develop seed banks
for local gardens and farms. To learn more, join a discussion with Miguel on November 14th at the
Friends Meeting in Chatham (see attached flyer).
---------------------------------Please Let Us Know How You're Helping!
Enclosed please find my donation for FEDICAMP: $_________
I’d like to contribute to the general Peaceworks Fund for shipments, etc.: $50 _____,
$100 _____, $150 _____, Other $_____
_____ Please add me to the PeaceWorks email list for meeting reminders and events announcements.
Name: ____________________ Email: ______________________________
_____ I am interested in a presentation on PeaceWorks at my church or community group.
_____ I can help prepare food for PeaceWorks Dinner Forums and Events

PeaceWorks, c/o Johnston, 150 Indiana St., Maplewood, NJ 07040
973-378-9325, peaceworks.org

PeaceWorks at Work!

-Meet Doña JulitaThe drought has been particularly hard for 63
year-old Julia Caridad Ponce Zamora and her
community of Rio Grande in northern Nicaragua.
She says that the drought started five years ago,
but over the past two years she’s seen an 80%
reduction of corn and beans — essential crops
that are dependent on rain. She now receives
support from PeaceWorks’ local partner, The
Federation for the Development of Rural
Farmers, FEDICAMP which trains rural farmers
and provides financing for sustainable
agricultural projects. Meet FEDICAMP President
Miguel Marin at the PeaceWorks November 14th Dinner Forum.

“To address the effects of the drought we catch what little water falls from the
sky thanks to FEDICAMP. They have supported me to do soil conservation: retaining walls,,
dikes and showing me how to cover soil and plant trees and fruit trees to diversify them. Now
have everything: cassava, bananas, oranges, plums, papaya, mango, passion fruit, dragon
fruit, pipián, sweet potatoes and many other crops that have helped us to have a little more
income and to feed us here at home. Even though I didn’t harvest all the beans and corn I had
hoped for, with a variety of other crops to eat and sell, I was able to bring in an extra 2000
Cordobas (about $75.00).
I tell my neighbors and other farmers to put
into practice the agro-ecological techniques
that FEDICAMP has taught us. This farmer-tofarmer methodology is very important
because when we share the knowledge we
acquired in training, in local and national
exchanges, we can also trade products and
seeds to diversify our plots even more.
While I don’t grow great quantities of food,
my experience has inspired me to continue
diversifying my land because I am at least
assured to feed my family with organic,
healthy foods of good quality.
I thank God for harvest this year, not as we expected, but at least I'll have seed for planting a
second season, and have the opportunity to purchase food during this time.

PeaceWorks’ 68th Humanitarian Aid Shipment to Nicaragua is on its way!
Tens of thousands of dollars in humanitarian aid donations are now on the way to Puerto Sandino, Nicaragua...and we
never could have done it without you. Your contributions covered the $10K in shipping costs. Your material aid donations
filled the container. Your volunteer hours got the container prepped and packed. So, de verdad, muchisimas gracias. Our
Shipping Coordinator Jim Sagurton reported that we sent nearly 1300 boxes. Here’s a breakdown:

A note about Pirates:
...but not the ones on the high seas. 25 students from Seton Hall University came out to
help sort and pack boxes for the shipment. In the tradition of Seton Hall's commitment to
fellowship and service, the university offers a program called “Service on Saturdays” to
give students volunteer opportunities. Go Seton Hall Pirates!!

